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Presidents'  Letters 
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4, 


mong  the  nation's  schools  and  colleges 
of  Optometry,  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry  is  unique  in  several  ways.  Although  we 
are  a  small  and  independent  institution,  we  rival  some 
major  universities  in  the  scope  and  array  of  our  programs. 
For  example,  only  two  optometry  colleges  (both  at  major 
research  universities  with  Ph.D.  programs)  receive  more 
research  funding  from  the  National  Eye  Institute  than  do 
we.  And  no  school  of  optometry  has  a  greater  impact  on 
international  optometric  education  than  does  this  college. 
Through  its  Advanced  Standing  International  Program 
and  the  Center  for  the  International  Advancement  of 
Optometry,  the  College  has  educated  over  1 100 
optometrists  in  more  than  20  foreign  countries,  many  of 
whom  now  hold  leadership  positions  in  their  home  coun- 
tries. We  are  currently  active  in  five  countries  where  we 
provide  advanced  training  in  therapeutics  (South  Africa), 
teach  in  post-graduate  programs  for  optometrists  (Germany 
and  Spain),  deliver  continuing  education  (Israel),  and  cooper- 
ate on  joint  degree  programs  (China).  Our  own  students  can 
select  from  clinical  rotations  in  Spain,  South  Africa  and 
China  where  they  obtain  not  only  a  rich  clinical  experience, 
but  also  learn  first  hand  about  other  cultures  and  public 
health  needs  of  populations  very  different  from  what  they 
find  in  domestic  settings. 

Although,  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  there 
is  some  debate  about  the  ideal  number  of  optometrists 
required  to  meet  the  health  needs  of  our  populations,  the 
need  for  optometrists  in  most  of  the  world  is  critical. 


In  a  recent  visit  to  China,  I  was  impressed  by  the  changing 
view  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  from  focusing  primarily  on 
meeting  the  needs  for  acute  care  to  recognition  of  the  neces- 
sity to  enhance  productivity  thorough  the  provision  of  vision 
care  in  a  rapidly  increasing  technological  work  force. 
Optometry  is  uniquely  positioned  to  meet  that  need  and 
China  is  responding  by  rapidly  developing  programs  to  pro- 
duce optometrists;  this  college  is  playing  a  key  role  in  that 
effort  through  its  leadership  in  the  China  Optometry 
Resource  Development  (CORD)  program. 

The  College  is  fortunate  to  have  on  its  faculty  a  core  of 
experts  in  international  education  that  is  committed  to 
advancing  the  state  of  optometric  education  worldwide. 
Drs.  Bina  Patel,  Joanne  Caruso,  Cliff  Scott,  and  Guang-ji 
Wang  of  the  Center  for  the  International  Advancement  of 
Optometry  have  become  is  well  known  (or  even  better 
known)  outside  of  the  United  States  as  within  our  own 
borders.  They  work  tirelessly  to  increase  the  abilities  of 
optometrists  in  other  parts  of  the  world  to  care  for  woefully 
underserved  patients  and  to  spread  the  knowledge  that  we 
take  for  granted  here  in  Boston.  Because  of  them  and  the 
many  New  England  College  of  Optometry  faculty  who 
participate  in  these  programs,  the  face  of  optometry  world- 
wide is  changing  for  the  better. 


Alan  Laird  Lewis  '65,  O.D.,  Ph.D. 
President 
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Presidents'  Letters 


AS  e 


ear  Colleagues  and  Friends, 
There  are  two  things  we  take  with  us  when 
we  graduate  from  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry,  our  Doctor  of  Optometry  degree  and  our  friend- 
ships. When  we  graduate,  we  separate  into  many  different 
directions  across  the  country  and  abroad.  As  our  careers 
develop,  class  relationships  may  be  held  more  loosely  and 
perhaps  renewed  casually  and  strengthened  at  commonly 
attended  meetings  and  professional  commitments.  There  are 
times  when  you  realize  how  unique  the  many  relationships 
are  that  were  built  during  the  years  of  study  at  the  College. 

Tn  my  case,  now  25  years  since  I  first  held  the  degree 
in  my  hands,  I  see  classmates  who  are  well  accomplished, 
creative,  community  minded  clinicians  and  career  leaders 
who  struggled  together  through  the  12-hour  didactic  days, 
hundreds  of  exams  and  gradually  developed  their  clinical 
skills. 

My  class  just  celebrated  our  25th  reunion  and  what  a 
pleasure  it  was  to  see  so  many  of  us  healthy,  happy  in  our 
careers  and  personal  lives  and  holding  a  strong  bond  mark- 
ing our  unique  educational  experience  in  a  fast  developing 
profession. 

The  College  and  the  Alumni  Association  are  committed 
to  offering  annual  reunions  for  all  graduates  to  help  you 
celebrate  your  career  and  friendships  built  at  the  College. 


We  provide  the  infrastructure;  help  with  finding  accom- 
modations, organize  social  events  and  CE  and  help  class 
representative's  contact  and  encourage  their  fellow  classmates 
to  set  the  time  aside  and  come.  What  makes  it  great  is 
attendance,  the  feeling  "count  me  in".  Good  food,  drink 
and  location  are  the  surrounding  ambiance  the  College  and 
Alumni  Association  provide. 

It  happened  for  the  class  of  77  in  2002.  A  committee 
of  seven  made  phone  calls.  "Please  come. . .  we  want  you  to 
be  there."  Almost  half  of  the  class  came,  many  with  spouses, 
friends  and  family  from  as  far  as  Maine  and  Colorado.  We 
shared  tales  of  our  student  years,  laughed  and  posed  for 
photos.  We  hugged  and  promised  we'll  be  back  for  the  30th 
in  2007. 

We  welcome  back  the  classes  of  1953,  1978,  1988, 
1993  and  others  in  2003.  A  class  committee  doing  the 
advance  work  can  make  "The  Reunion"  an  event  for  your 
class.  Let  the  alumni  board  know  you  are  willing  to  make 
calls  to  members  of  your  class.  Let  us  help  you  have  a  won- 
derful time  together  where  rhe  foundation  of  your  career 
was  built. 
Warm  Regards, 


Paulette  Demers-Turco  77,  OD,  FAAO 
Alumni  Association  President 
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Dr.  Larry  Clausen  and  his  wife  Dee,  with  faculty  and  students  of  Wenzhou  Medical  College. 


In  Support  of  International  Education 

An  overview  by  Larry  Clausen 

Among  the  key  outcomes  of  my  tenure  as  president 
of  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  are 
the  revitalization  and  expansion  of  the  College's 
international  programs,  and  the  deepening  of  its  commit- 
ment to  a  global  mission.  Today  the  College  embraces  inter- 
national education  as  a  part  of  its  core  mission,  and  it  can 
cite  numerous  examples  of  innovative  and  groundbreaking 
contributions  to  the  advancement  of  the  profession  around 
the  world.  The  College  led  the  way  in  the  establishment  of 
exciting  and  pioneering  programs  for  overseas  students  and 
practitioners,  it  has  and  continues  to  attract  large  numbers  of 
international  students,  and  many  of  its  alumni  are  teaching 
in  and  directing  programs  in  other  countries. 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  is  among  a 
select  few  optometric  institutions  that  are  renowned  for  the 
breadth  and  depth  of  their  international  studies  programs. 
The  College  is  known  not  only  for  its  outstanding  academic 
programs,  but  also  for  its  highly  professional  and  responsive 
international  programs  staff  and  faculty.  Its  faculty  and 
administration  has  served  on  technical  assistance,  teaching, 
and  institution-building  projects  in  Europe,  Africa,  Asia, 
South  America,  Australia,  and  the  Middle  East.  This  work 
coupled  with  the  development  of  creative,  nationally  based 
programming  has  established  The  New  England  College 
of  Optometry  as  one  of  the  leading  centers  in  the  US  for 
international  optometric  education. 


The  College  is  a  founding  member  of  one  of  the  world's 
largest  educational  consortia  devoted  to  the  international 
development  of  optometry:  the  China  Optometry  Resource 
Development  project  (CORD).  This  organization  pools  the 
resources  of  a  dozen  colleges  and  universities  to  advance 
optometric  education  in 

the  People's  Republic  of  

China.  The  College  is  also 
formally  linked  through 
other  exchange  and  coop- 
erative agreements  with 
institutions  in  other  parts 
of  the  world.  Such  affilia- 
tions offer  numerous  ben- 
efits. International 
alliances  bring  innovation 
to  teaching  and  serve  as  a 
conduit  for  new  students 
and  faculty.  They  can 
broaden  an  institution's 
research  agenda  and 

improve  the  effectiveness  of  training  programs.  Such  affilia- 
tions stimulate  the  growth  of  community  and  corporate 
partnerships  that  would  otherwise  not  occur,  and  they  pro- 
vide the  vehicle  for  creative  career  internships,  research  posts, 
teaching  exchanges  and  international  fellowships. 


"Today  the  College  embraces 

international  education  as  a 

part  of  its  core  mission, 

and  it  can  cite  numerous 

examples  of  innovative  and 

groundbreaking  contributions 

to  the  advancement  of  the 

profession  around  the  world." 

Larry  Clausen 
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"The  likelihood  of  success  in 

any  career  will  be  enhanced  by 

cross-cultural  competencies  and 

skills  acquired  through  overseas 

study  and  service." 

Larry  Clausen 


Center  for  the  Advancement  of  International  Optometry  staff: 

Dr.  Clifford  Scott,  Ms.  Susan  Ryan,  Dr.  David  Heath,  Dr.  Joanne  Caruso, 

Dr.  Bina  Patel  and  Dr.  Guang-ji  Wang. 


Individual  faculty  benefit  as  well.  Faculty  who  teach 
abroad  confront  an  array  of  intellectual  and  pedagogical 
challenges,  but  these  become  opportunities  to  examine 
individual  teaching  strategies  and  styles,  to  invent  new 
strategies,  and  to  reflect  on  ones'  own  practices.  It  should 
not  surprise  us  that  international  venues  offer  a  rich 
environment  for  the  research  of  teaching  and  learning, 
and  for  our  own  learning  through  practice. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  imagine  an  educational  plan  for 
advancement  that  does  not  address  the  international  frame. 
I  affirm  that  the  educational  imperative  cannot  be  fulfilled 
without  a  strong  element  of  global  learning.  The  very  nature 
of  globalization  has  forced  higher  education  to  look  at  inter- 
national education  as  a  requisite  for  a  college  education.  The 
likelihood  of  success  in  any  career  will  be  enhanced  by  cross- 
cultural  competencies  and  skills  acquired  through  overseas 
study  and  service.  Internationalization  of  the  educational 
experience  broadens  what  is  learned  and  how  it  is  learned, 
creates  new  challenges  for  student  learning,  and  provides 
fertile  opportunity  for  our  students'  self-reflection. 
Importantly,  strong  international  programs  advance  the 
work  of  faculty,  deepen  research,  and  enrich  teaching  in  the 


classroom  and  in  the  field.  Such  statements  are  not  limited 
in  their  application.  They  are  as  relevant  to  graduate  and 
professional  education  as  they  are  to  undergraduate  education. 
Colleges  of  optometry  that  develop  international  programs 
become  part  of  an  academic  community  that  provides  to  its 
students  and  faculties  a  platform  for  deepening  their  global 
perspective,  the  chance  to  experience  working  and  learning 
within  an  international  context,  and  the  opportunity  to 
enrich  one's  life  and  work. 

In  closing,  I  wish  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry  continued  success  in  pursuit  of  its  commitment 
to  the  advancement  of  optometry  worldwide  and  its  vision 
for  promoting  academic  programs  with  noteworthy  interna- 
tional consequence. 

/ay 

Larry  R.  Clausen,  O.D.,  Ed.D. 

In  October  2002,  Larry  Clausen  was  appointed  international  con- 
sultant to  the  Wenzbou  Medical  College.  Larry  and  Dee  are  now 
residing  in  Wenzbou. 
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Drs.  Heath  and  Wang  presenting  the  honorary  degree, 
Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  to  Or.  Jia  Qu  in  China. 

Celebrating  Ten  Years  of  Partnership 
in  China 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  and  the  Wenzhou 
Medical  College  celebrated  ten  years  as  "twin  colleges", 
on  September  12,  2002  in  Wenzhou,  China.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  Wenzhou  Medical  College  to  recognize 
the  achievements  of  our  collaboration,  and  ten  years  as  home 
to  China's  Ministry  of  Public  Health's  National  Optometry 
Research  Center  (NORC).  Among  others,  the  event  was 
attended  by  Officials  from  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health 
and  the  Ministry  of  Education  in  Beijing,  along  with 
provincial  and  local  officials. 

The  College  was  well  represented  at  the  event  by 
Dr.  Alan  L.  Lewis  '65,  President,  Dr.  David  A.  Heath  '83, 
Vice-President  and  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs  and  Dr. 
Guang-Ji  Wang  '92.  They  were  joined  by  Dr.  Larry 
Clausen,  Past-president  of  the  College  and  his  wife  Dee. 

Dr.  Lewis  awarded  Dr.  Jia  Qu,  (President  of  the 
Wenzhou  Medical  College),  an  honorary  degree,  the  Doctor 
of  Humane  Letters.  Dr.  Qu  was  granted  the  degree  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  in  recognition  of  the  impact  of  his  work 
and  his  leadership.  Through  his  efforts,  "optometry"  has 
been  recognized  in  Beijing  by  the  Ministry  of  Education, 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Health  and  the  OD.  degree  from 
the  New  England  College  of  Optometry  has  been  accepted 
by  the  Vice-Premier's  Committee  on  Academic  Degrees. 


For  the  past  ten  years,  Dr.  Qu  has  been  an  effective 
diplomat  as  our  two  colleges  established  intra-  and  interna- 
tional coalitions  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  optometry 
in  the  People's  Republic  of  China.  Were  it  not  for  Dr.  Qu 
Jia's  leadership,  optometry  would  not  have  achieved  such  a 
high  status,  nor  held  such  promise  in  China. 

During  the  ceremony.  Dr.  Lu  Fan  '02  received  her  O.D. 
degree  from  Dr.  Lewis  as  the  first  graduate  of  the  new 
Master  of  Science/Doctor  of  Optometry  degree  program 
(MS/OD).  Dr.  Lu  becomes  the  first  Doctor  of  Optometry  in 
mainland  China. 

During  the  proceedings.  Dr.  Heath  was  also  recognized 
by  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health  for  his  ten  years  of  service 
ro  the  NORC  and  commitment  to  the  development  of 
optometry  in  China.  In  recognition.  Dr.  Heath  was  awarded 
the  title  of  "Honorary  Director  of  the  National  Optometry 
Research  Center". 

Joint  M.S.  /O.D.  Program  Receives 
Final  Approval  from  Chinese  Government 

China's  Committee  on  Academic  Degrees  has  given  final 
approval  to  a  new  joint  Master  of  Science/Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree  program  offered  by  the  College  and  its 
partner  in  China,  The  Wenzhou  Medical  College.  This  is  the 
first  international  joint-health  care  degree  ever  approved  in 
modern  China. 

This  program  establishes  a  postgraduate  joint-degree 
program  for  Chinese  students  who  have  earned  an  optometry 
Bachelor's  Degree  in  Medicine.  The  design  of  the  program 
articulates  the  Wenzhou  Medical  College's  3-year  Master 
of  Science  degree  with  the  accelerated  O.D.  degree  program 
of  the  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry.  The  result 
is  a  program  recognized  as  the  highest  level  of  training  in 
optometry  within  China's  medical  education  system. 

Applicants  for  the  program  are  required  to  have  a 
five-year  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Medicine  with  an  emphasis 
in  optometry  or  ophthalmology.  After  earning  this  degree 
they  can  apply  to  the  MS/OD  program,  but  must  meet  the 
admissions  requirements  of  both  institutions.  The  program 
may  take  four  to  five  years  and  includes  one  to  one  and  a 
half  years  in  the  U.S. 
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Faculty  News 


Faculty  Presentations:  San  Diego 

More  than  30  faculty  made  presentations  at  the  2002 
Annual  meeting  of  the  American  Academy  of  Optometry 
which  was  held  in  San  Diego,  California. 

•  Fleming,  J.;  Andrejko,  P.  '97;  Hoffman,  D.  '80; 
Wilson,  R.  '80.  A  Case  of  Pigmentary  Dispersion  in  an 
African- A  merican  Patient. 

•  Booras,  K.  Orbital  Malignant  Lymphoma 

•  Patel,  B.;  Brown,  K.  The  Effect  of  Smoking  on  the  Incidence 
of  Flap  Complications  in  Laser  Assisted  in  situ  Keratomileusis. 

•  Carlson,  N.  77;  Chu,  G.  '95;  Denial,  A.  '84;  Lyons,  S. 
'88.  The  Use  of  Reflective  Journal  Writing  in  Optometric 
Clinical  Education. 

•  Caruso,  J.  '85;  Patel,  B.;  Hirsch,  K.  Innovative 
Collaboration:  Distance  Learning  Program:  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry,  Boston  and  The  University  of  Applied 
Sciences,  Aalen,  Germany. 

•  Cavallerano,  A.  '72;  Cavallerano,  J.  '81;  Katalinic,  P.; 
Blake,  B.;  Hock,  K.;  Tolson,  A.Joslin  Vision  Network 
Examination  for  Diabetic  Retinopathy  In  a  Veterans  Hospital  - 
Phase  II. 

•  Cavallerano,  J.  '81;  Cavallerano,  A.  '72;  Hock,  K.; 
Tolson,  A.;  Katalinic,  V.JVN  Digital  Images  Accurately 
Determine  Diabetic  Retinopathy  Level. 

•  Cavallerano,  J.  '81  Modern  Eye  and  Vision  Care  of  the 
Patient  with  Diabetes:  Challenge  and  Responsibility. 

•  Chung,  J.  '94;  Farra,  X;  Underwood,  G.  Academic  Fate 
of  1st  Year  Students  With  GPA  Less  Than  2.00. 

•  Denial,  A.  '84.  Optometrists'  Perception  of  Student  Observation. 

•  DeVita,  J.  '01.  Variant  of  Central  Serous  Chorioretinopathy 
with  Gravitating  Neurosensory  Detachments. 

•  Barnes,  D.;  Lambert,  N.;  Volkert,  T.;  Dunphy,  R.  '86; 
Selvin,  G.  '73.  Bilateral  Ring-Shaped  Corneal  Opacities. 

•  Farra,  T.  Atypical  Presentation  of  Demyelinating  Disease. 


■  Kim,  J.;  Shah,  M.;  Fisch,  B.  71;  Yepes,  E.;  Toolin,  K. 

'97.  The  Case  of  the  Disappearing  Altitudinal  Visual  Field 
Loss. 

>  Shah,  M.;  Kim,  J.;  Yepes,  E.;  Toolin,  K.;  Fisch,  B.  71; 

Proliferative  Retinopathy  in  a  Patient  with  Monoclonal 
Gamopathy  of  Undetermined  Significance  (MGUS). 

1  Bergenske,  P.;  Caffery,  B.;  Casser,  L.;  Dillehay,  S.;  Flom, 
M.;  Freddo,  T.  76;  Haffner,  A.;  Kegel-Flom,  P.; 
Kirschen,  D.;  Mutti,  D.;  Weisbarth,  R.  Fundamentals  In 
Leadership. 

Gross,  J.  '01;  Potaznick,  W.  76.  Pseudopapilledema  and 
Hashimoto's  Disease  in  a  Teenager. 

Kirkness,  L.  '91;  Chung,  J.  '94.  Peripapillary  Choroidal 
Sclerosis. 

Kwok,  A.;  Wang,  G.  '92;  Kai-May,  C;  Wilson,  R.  '80; 
Heath,  D.  '83.  The  Educational  Effectiveness  of  a  Clinical 
Rotation  in  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

Lyons,  S.;  Bourdeau,  H;  Farra,  T.;  Chu,  G.  '95;  Hartley, 
M.  '81;  Chung,  J. '94;  Underwood,  G.;  Aaron,  B. 
Student  Attitudes  of  Dismissal  Policies  at  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry. 

Patel,  B.;  Caruso,  J.  '85.  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry:  What  Impact  has  the  College  had  on  the  Profession  of 
Optometry  in  South  Africa? 

Peli,  E.  '83.  The  Low  Vision  Driver  -  Who  Can  Drive,  Where 
and  Why. 

Peli,  E.  '83;  Goldstein,  R.;  Tennstedt,  S.;  Braun,  S.; 
Dugan,  E.  Design,  Production,  and  Evaluation  of  a 
Rehabilitation  Video  with  Patients  with  Bilateral  AMD. 

Peli,  E.  '83;  Vargas-Martin,  F.  Keplerian  In-The-Lens 
Bioptic  Telescope  with  Simulvision. 

Potaznick,  W.  76;  Jamara,  R.  '80;  Matjucha,  I.  Low 

Vision  Solutions  for  a  Target  Shooter. 

Rah,  M.;  Jackson,  J.M.;  Jones,  L.;  Barr,  J.  Comparison  of 
Manual  Keratometry  and  Simulated  Keratometry  Readings  with 
Corneal  Topography  Before  and  After  Ova-night 
Orthokeratology. 
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Barr,  J.;  Rah,  M.  Yesterday's  Orthokeratology  and  Today's 
Overnight  Contact  Lens  Corneal  Reshaping. 

Walline,  J.;  Rah,  M.  The  Children's  Overnight 
Orthokeratology  Investigation  (COOKI). 

Richman,  J.;  Noriega,  R.  The  Sensitivity  and  Specificity  of 
Infrared  Pupillometry  Measurements  in  Identifying  Drug 
Impairment  in  a  County  Probation  Program. 

Richman,  J.;  Gene-Sampedro,  A;  Montes-Mico,  R.; 
Sanchez-Pardo,  M.;  Montalt-Rodrigo,  J.C.;  Pons-Moreno, 
AM.  A  Modified  Dem:  A  Tool  for  Saccadic  Evaluation  in 
Adults. 

Chateauneuf,  C.  '02.;  Selvin,  G.'73  Fanciullo,  L.  '91; 
Hae  Kwan,  C.  Recalcitrant  Ocular  Manifestation  of 
Pemphigus  Vulgaris  in  a  55-year-old  Male. 

Townsend,  J.;  Atkin,  S.;  Bennett,  L.'SO;  Brown,  T; 
Ficarra,  A.;  Messer,  T.;  Selvin,  G.  '73.  VHA  Optometry 
Sen' ice  Opportunities. 

Volkert,  T.;  Barnes,  D.;  Lambert,  N.;  Selvin,  G.  '73; 
Dunphy,  R.  '86.  Differential  Diagnosis  of  Amelanotic 
Choroidal  Neoplasm  in  a  51  -year-old  White  Male. 

Volkert,  T.;  Barnes,  D.;  Lambert,  N.;  Selvin,  G.  '73; 
Dunphy,  R.  '86.  Sphenoidal  Meningioma  Inducing 
Unilateral  Disk  Swelling  in  a  78-year-old  Male. 

Chen,  O.;  Watanabe,  R.  A  Soft  Contact  Lens  Alternative  for 
Keratoconics  with  RGP  Intolerance. 

Bitron,  E.;  Pence,  N.;  Gunderson,  G.;  Smythe,  J.; 
Watanabe,  R.;  Jurkus,  J.;  Edmondson,  B.  The  Aocle: 
Collaborative  Efforts  in  Contact  Lens  Education. 

Weissberg,  E.  '97;  McGinley,  B.;  Thorn,  F.79. 

Academic  Success  Predicted  by  the  Alyers-Briggs  Personality 
Indicator  (MBTI). 

Weissberg,  E.  '97;  Suckow,  M.;  Quinn,  N.  '01;  Thorn, 
F.'79.  Cosmetically  Significant  Strabismus  According  to  Lay 
Observers. 


Innovative  Collaboration:    Distance  (-earning  Progran 

ivenrty  of  Applied  1 


Joanne  Caruso,  CO.,  Bina  Patel,  O.D.  and  Katrfn  Hlrsch,  Olpl.-Ing.  (FH) 

C=3EGC3= 


Cavallerano,  A.  '72;  Cavallerano,  J.  '81;  Katalinic,  P. 
Eye  Care  of  the  Diabetic  Patient:  A  Case  Study  Approach  of 
Nonproliferative  Diabetic  Retinopathy. 

Cavallerano,  J.  '81.  Primary  Care  ofNon  Retinal  Ocular 
Complications  of  Diabetes  Mel/itus. 

Cavallerano,  J.  '81,  Calderon,  R.  '75;  Dimartino,  R.; 
Katalinic.  Preventing  Vision  Loss  from  Diabetes:  Essentials  for 
the  Primary  Care  Optometrist. 

Demers-Turco,  P.  '77.  Driving  with  Vision  Loss. 

Gwiazda,  J.;  Norton,  T;  Marsh-Tootle,  W;  Hyman, 
L.  The  Correction  of  Myopia  Evaluation  Trial  (COMET). 

Laudon,  R.  '75.  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Convergence 
Insufficiency. 

Laudon,  R.  '75.  Practical  Financial  Strategies  for  the 
Industrious  Optometrist  (Revised). 

Moore,  B.  '75;  Orel-Bixler,  D.  Vision  Screening  &  The 
Vision  in  Preschoolers  (VIP)  Study. 

Peli,  E.  '83.  Prism  Treatment  for  Hemianopia. 

Potaznick  W  '76;  Scott,  C.  '68.  P unctumlNaso-lacrimal 
Occlusion  Workshop. 

Potaznick,  W.  '76.  Foreign  Body  Removal  Workshop 
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2003  Class  Notes  and  Alumni  Surueu 


Name/Class  of:  _ 
Home  Address: 
City /State/Zip  Code 
Place  of  Business:  _ 
Business  Address: 
Cicy/State/Zip  Code 
Home  Phone 


Preferred  Email  Address: 


Business  Phone 


Class  Notes  for  Perspective 

You  are  welcome  to  forward  press  releases,  notices,  photos. 
Please  update  us  on  your  latest  practice  and  family  news. 


Please  tell  us  about  your  professional  developments  and  affiliations.  Do  you  correspond  with  your  classmates  or  other  alumni? 


What  is  your  New  Year's  resolution? 


What  other  news  would  you  like  to  update? 


Alumni  Association  Survey 

The  by-laws  of  The  Alumni  Association,  list  the  Objectives  of  our  Association  as  follows: 

1.  To  create  and  enhance  fraternal  spirit  and  communication  among  alumni. 

2.  To  provide  leadership  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Association. 

3.  To  establish  mutually  beneficial  relations  between  the  membership  and  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
(NEWENCO) 

4.  To  advance  the  cause  of  higher  education  through  cooperation  with  NEWENCO  in  its  post-graduate  program. 

5.  To  further  the  advancement  of  optometric  education  by  offering  scholarships  and  loans  to  worthy  and  qualifying 
students  of  NEWENCO. 


Please  rate  the  following  Alumni  Association  activities  as  being  most  (5)  to  least  (1)  important  to  you: 

Continuing  Education 

_  Student  Support  Programs:  (Mentor,  Scholarship,  Career  Seminar) 

Alumni  Magazine,  Perspective 

Career  (Job)  Resources-Practice  Opportunities 
New  Student  Recruitment 
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Please  give  us  an  idea  of"  Alumni  Association  social  activities  as  being  most  (3)  to  least  (1)  important  to  you: 
Reunions  Group  Outings  (Baseball,  symphony  etc.) 

Alumni  Receptions 

How  important  should  student  recruitment  be  to  the  Alumni  Association? 
]  Very      L  Somewhat        Zl  Not 

What  time  of  year  would  you  prefer  to  have  reunions? 
J  Winter       _l  Spring  Summer       J  Fall 

Do  you  plan  on  attending  your  next  class  reunion' 
□  Yes      □  No 

What  brings  you  to  reunions?  Please  rank  on  a  scale  of  most  (5)  to  least  (1)  important. 
Visiting  with  classmates  Travel  to  Boston 

Continuing  Education  Updates  on  school 

Do  you  read  Perspective?         J  Yes  No 

What  interests  you  most  in  Perspective!  Please  rank  on  a  scale  of  most  (6)  to  least  (1)  important. 
College  News  Continuing  Education  News 

Alumni  News  Class  Notes 

Faculty  News  Alumni  Profiles 

Are  there  subjects  that  you  think  should  be  included  in  Perspective? 


How  do  you  think  the  Alumni  Association  can  best  represent  your  interests?  What  would  you  like  to  see  the  Association  doing 
for  alumni  and  the  profession  in  the  future? 


Are  you  interested  in  participating  in  any  of  the  current  Alumni  Association  programs  or  other  volunteer  work  at  the  College? 


J  Yes        J  No  Where  may  we  contact  you? 


Please  return  to: 

Lauretta  Woods.  Director  of  Alumni  Relations 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry.  424  Beacon  Street.  Boston.  MA  02115   61 7-236-6285 
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Alumni  Hews 


Members  of  the  Class  of  1977  during  reunion  weekend.  Left 

to  right  back  row:  Dr.  Williams,  Pinson,  Weitz,  Lupo  and 

Horowitz.  Front  row:  Dr.  Denham  and  Manburg. 


Reunions  2002 

As  the  saying  goes,  "the  more  things  change,  the  more  they 
stay  the  same"  It  could  have  been  the  theme  for  the  2002 
reunion.  Alumni  from  the  Classes  of  1942,  1952,  1962, 
1977  and  1992  had  no  problem  recognizing  their  classmates 
and  colleagues.  The  1977's,  in  particular,  lived  up  to  their 
reputation  as  being  one  of  the  most  united  classes.  With 
more  than  half  the  class  in  attendance,  it  was  as  if  not  a  day 
had  passed  since  they  received  their  diplomas. 

The  weekend  started  on  Friday  evening  with  a  warm- 
up  wine  and  microbrew  tasting.  Later,  some  of  the  younger 
alumni  returned  to  their  old  haunt,  Crossroads.  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  the  College  offered  a  9-credit  Continuing  Education 
program,  spotlighting  speakers  from  reunion  classes.  On 
Saturday  evening,  all  reunion  classes  met  for  dinner  at 
Anthony's  Pier  4,  where  College  President  Alan  Lewis  '65 
and  Alumni  Association  president,  Paulette  Turco  '77, 
presented  the  2002  Alumni  of  the  Year  Award  to  the 
dynamic  identical  twin  brother  team  of  Drs.  Jeff  and  Neal 
Nyman  '72,  and  the  2002  Distinguished  Career  Award  to 
Benjamin  Lambert  '62. 

2002  Alumni  of  the  Year  Awards 

Jeff  and  Neal  Nyman  72 
Alumni  of  The  Year  Award  Recipients, 

The  Nymans  whose  life  and  work  have  paralleled  the  other, 
were  recognized  for  their  years  of  service  and  commitment  to 


community  health  care  and  education.  Both  were  instrumental 
in  developing  health  care  centers  in  the  Boston  area  early 
in  their  careers;  Jeff  as  Director  of  the  Eye  Care  Service  at 
Dimock  and  the  South  End  Community  Health  Centers, 
and  Neal  as  Director  of  the  Eye  Care  Serve  at  Dorchester 
House  Multi-Service  Center. 

Each  has  had  a  distinguished  career  in  academia,  leaving 
Boston  in  the  late  1970s  to  teach  and  manage  clinical  pro- 
grams. Neal  moved  to  Southern  California  College  of 
Optometry  and  then  to  Pennsylvania  College  of  Optometry 
in  the  1980s.  Jeff,  to  the  Eye  Institute  at  Pennsylvania 
College  of  Optometry  (PCO).  Both  are  associate  professors  at 
PCO. 

Neal  is  currently  Chief  of  Primary  Care  Module  4  clinic 
at  PCO.  Jeff  is  the  Director  of  PCO  s  Emergency  Services,  a 
private  practitioner  and  lectures  extensively  throughout  the 
country. 

Benjamin  Lambert  '62 

Distinguished  Career  Award  Recipient 

Congratulations  to  the  2002  Distinguished  Career  Award 
Recipient  Benjamin  J.  Lambert  '62,  III.  Benjamin  Lambert 
is  a  practicing  optometrist  and  a  Virginia  State  Senator.  The 
Honorable  Benjamin  Lambert  has  championed  an  extraordi- 
nary portfolio  of  health  care  and  education  reform  legislation 
including  TPA  throughout  his  18  year  career  in  public  office. 
With  many  of  his  classmates  and  wife,  Carla  in  attendance, 
Benjamin  was  able  to  accept  the  award  in  the  best  company. 


2002  Distinguished  Career  Award  Recipient 
The  Honorable  Benjamin  J.  Lambert  III  and  Dr.  Lewis. 
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Alumni  of  the  Year 


The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  2003  fllumnus/a  of  the  Year  Ballot 


Please  take  this  opportunity  to  nominate  a  colleague  who  has  shown  exemplary  service  and/or  commitment  to  the 

College,  profession,  and  community  during  the  past  year. 

Suggested  criteria  for  the  award  include  the  following: 

•  Graduate  of  the  College 

•  Outstanding  Contribution  in  Optometric  Education 

•  Outstanding  Contribution  to  the  Alumni  Association 

•  Outstanding  Service  to  the  College  or  Profession 

Nominations  will  be  presented  to  the  Alumni  Association  Nomination  Committee. 
All  awards  will  be  given  during  Alumni  Weekend. 

Nominee's  Name 


Business  Address 
Ctly/Srate/Ztp 
Business  Phone  _ 


Describe  why  nominating 


Your  name  _ 


Where  can  we  contact  yon? 


Please  send  your  nomination  no  later  than  April  30,  2003. 

Alumni  Relations  Office,  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 

424  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 15 

tel:  617-236-6285     fax:  617-424-9202 

You  can  also  e-mail  your  nomination  to  the  Alumni  Relations  Office  at 
woodsl@ne-optometry.edu. 
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Center  for  Graduate  Optometric  Education 


CENTER  FOR 

GRADUATE 

OPTOMETRIC 


EDUCATION 


NEW  ENGLAND 

COLLEGE 
OF  OPTOMETRY 


cope 

All  Center  for  Graduate 
Optometric  Education  courses 
are  submitted  to  COPE. 


The  New  England 
College  of  Optom 
424  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 


Tel:  617-236-6300 
Fax:  617-424-9202 


1-888-806-4143 


Metropolitan  Series 

Wednesday  Evenings,  6:00  PM  —  8:00  PM 
2  hours  COPE  approved —  $85  per  course 


3/12 
3/26 


4/30 


Fluorescein  Angiography  Workshop  and  Case  Studies 
Clinical  Assessment  Techniques  for  Individuals  with 
Visual  &  Multiple  Impairments 

Fundus  Digital  Imaging  Workshop 


Jim  Ay/ward,  OD 
Barry  Kran.  OD  & 
Darick  Wright,  MA, 
CLVT/COMS 
Rodney  Gutner,  OD 


Grand  Rounds 

Monday  Evenings,  5:30  PM  —  7:00  PM 
1.5  hours  COPE  approved  —  $35  per  course 

3/10  Anatomy  &  Physiology  of  the  Retina 

3/24  Clinical  Uses  of  Specialty  Contact  Lenses 

4/14  Evaluation  &  Management  of  Contact  Lens  Complications 

4/28  Ocular  Allergy 

5/5  Anterior  Segment  Procedures  &  Injections 

5/12  Scleral  Indentation 


J.  Arroyo 
J.  Cotter 

C.  Snyder 
A.  Nau 

G.  Melore/B.  Scott 

D.  Lampariello 


Certificate  Programs  in  March  2003 

I.  OPTOMETRIC  CARE  OF  THE  INFANT  AND  YOUNG  CHILD 

Sunday,  March  23  &  April  27      9:00  -  5:00  PM  (both  days)      14-Hours  COPE  Approved 

Program  Objectives:  This  course  for  the  primary  care  optometrist  will  provide  guidelines  and 
protocols  for  the  management  and  assessment  of  childrens  vision  during  the  first  few  years  of  life. 
The  detection,  diagnosis,  treatment,  and  referral  of  common  ocular  conditions  affecting  young 
children  will  be  discussed,  emphasizing  underlying  developmental  issues,  as  well  as  the  importance 
of  refractive  status  in  normal  and  abnormal  visual  development. 

Benefits  of  attending: 

1.  Gain  an  enhanced  understanding,  skill  and  comfort  level  in  the  optometric  care  of  infants  and 
young  children. 

2.  Increase  your  ability  to  make  a  differential  diagnosis  of  ocular  problems  affecting  infants  and 
young  children. 

3.  Understand  how  to  manage  congenital  and  acquired  ocular  disorders  in  infants  and  young  children. 

Program  Topics 

Day  1:  Sunday  March  23,  2003      9:00  -  5:00  PM 

Rationale  for  the  Optometric  Intervention  in  Infants;  Epidemiology  of  pediatric  eye  problems; 

General  and  Visual  Development;  Vision  screening;  Group  Discussion 

Day  2:  Sunday  April  27,  2003      9:00  -  5:00  PM 

Refractive  Error;  Amblyopia  and  Strabismus;  Ocular  Disease  in  the  Young  Child;  Special 

Populations;  Group  Discussion 

^Optional  Clinical  Experience  (to  be  arranged  on  an  individual  basis)  Hands-On  Clinical  Experience: 
Two  3-hour  sessions  with  Nicole  Boisvert  OD  and  /Melissa  Suckow  OD. 

Register  by  February  28,  2003:  Register  after  February  28,  2003: 

$200  per  day  $  225  per  day 

*$125  per  3-hour  clinic  session  *  $  150  per  3-hour  clinic  session 

'^Optional  clinical  sessions  are  held  weekdays  at  the  Boylston  Street  Campus.  Call  Erin  @  61 7-236-6283  to 
make  arrangements. 
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Spring  2003  Course  Offerings 


II.  BEHAVIORAL  OPTOMETRY:  TO  BV  OR  NOT  TO  BV 

Sunday,  March  30,  2003      9:00  -  1:00  PM      4-Hours  COPE  Approved 

To  BV  or  Not  to  BV:  VT  in  the  Primary  Care  Office  —  Assessment  and  treatment  of  strabismic  and  non-strabismus  binocular 
vision  disorders.  Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  what  can  be  accomplished  utilizing  out-of-office  or  home  vision  therapy.  Resources 
for  improving  ability  to  diagnose  and  treat  common  vision  dysfunctions  will  be  addressed.  Diagnosis  and  Management  of  Special 
Populations  Assessment,  treatment  etiology,  prevalence/incidence  and  physical/cognitive  findings  of  individuals  with  develop- 
mental disabilities  will  be  discussed.  Understand  how  to  confidently  provide  eye  care  for  those  with  certain  disabilities. 

Enrollment  Fee:  $100  (Deadline  to  register  is  March  28,  2003) 

Dr.  Dominick  Mairio  is  a  Professor  in  the  Pediatric/Binocular  Vision  Servia  at  the  Illinois  Eye  Institute  and  the  Illinois  College  of  Optometry 
in  Chicago,  II,  and  an  Adjunct  Professor  of  Pediatrics  and  Binocular  Vision  at  the  Centro  Boston  de  Optometria  in  Madrid  Spain.  He  is  a 
frequent  lecturer  and  has  authored  more  than  175  papers,  hook  chapters  and/or  books  on  a  wide  variety  oj  topics. 

Announcing  Upcoming  Fall  2003  Certificate  Programs 

Orthokeratology      14-Hour  Certificate  Program 

Two  day  course  on  fitting  concepts,  physiological  considerations,  lens  design  and  selection,  corneal  topography,  and  case  presen- 
tations. Those  who  attend  will:  Learn  how  to  get  started  with  Accelerated  Orthokeratology  in  your  practice;  Experience  different 
lens  brands  and  corneal  topographers;  Experience  hands-on  fitting  and  one-day  follow-up  techniques;  Participate  in  small  group 
discussion  on  follow-up  and  troubleshooting.  (Not  accepting  registrations  for  this  coursi  \<  1. 1 

Diabetes  and  Tele-Optometry      14-Hour  Certificate  Program 

Two  day  course  for  the  primary  care  optometrist  that  considers  the  diagnosis  and  primary  care  management  of  the  patient  with 
diabetes.  Emphasis  is  placed  on  a  practical  approach  to  diagnosis  of  level  of  diabetic  retinopathy,  identification  of  systemic  risk 
factors  for  the  onset  and  progression  of  diabetic  retinopathy.  (Not  accepting  registrations  for  this  course  yet.) 

Registration  Form 

Name 
Address 


City/State/Zip 
Phone 


Fax 


Method  of  Payment 

.  Check  (payable  to  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry) 
MC         Visa     J  Amex     ....  Discover    Account  #  _ 


Expiration  Date 


Signature 


Please  register  me  for: 

Optometric  Care  of  the  Infant  &  Young  Child 

3  Sunday,  March  23,  2003  Both  Days 

3  Sunday,  April  27,  2003  Clinical  Session(s) 

Behavioral  Optometry  -  Si 00 

□  March  30 


Metropolitan  Series  -  $85  per  course 
J  March  12  March  26 

April  30 


Grand  Rounds  —  $35  per  course 

I  March  10         3  April  28 
J  March  24         3  May  5 
_"  April  14  3  May  12 


Mail/FAX/Phone  your  registration  to:  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  Center  for  Graduate  Optometric  Education 

424  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 15       PHONE:  617-236-6283       FAX:   617-424-9202 

All  courses  will  take  place  at  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  unless  otherwise  noted. 

Please  call  the  Center  for  Graduate  Optometric  Education  to  request  accommodations  under  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act. 
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Global  Heeds,  Local  Solutions 


The  demand  for  improved  eye  care  around  the 
world  is  explicit.  Globally,  there  are  180  million 
visually  impaired  individuals;  45  million  blind 
and  135  million  with  low  vision.  Of  the  45  million  blind, 
12.5%  of  these  cases  is  due  to  uncorrected  refractive  error.  In 
response  to  the  situation,  The  World  Health  Organization 
estimates  that  there  will  be  a  "doubling"  of  world  blindness 
by  the  year  2020  unless  more  aggressive  intervention  is 
undertaken". 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry,  through 
its  international  programs,  is  working  to  slow  that  trend 
wherever  possible.  One  of  the  primary  roles  of  The  New 


Rduanced  Standing 
International  Program 


Students  who  have  participated  in  the 
Advanced  Standing  International  Program 
come  from  16  countries: 


Andorra 

•  Italy 

Australia 

•  Mexico 

Colombia 

•  Nigeria 

France 

•  Saudi  Arabia 

Germany 

•  South  Africa 

Hong  Kong 

•  Spain 

India 

•  United  Kingdom 

Iran 

•  Venezuela 

International  Clinical  Rotation  Sites 

•  China:  Eye  Hospital,  Wenzhou  Medical 
College 

•  Canada:  The  Vision  Institute, Toronto 

■  Italy:  The  45th  Field  Hospital,  Vicenza 
(former  site) 

•  Spain:  Centra  Boston  de  Optometria  y 
Oftalmologia,  Madrid 

•  South  Africa:  Kwazulu-Natal  Eye  Care 
Program,  Edendale  Hospital, 
Pietermaritzburg 


Drs.  Thorn  and  Santa  Cruz  with  students  at  the  Centro 
Boston  de  Optometria  y  Oftalmologia,  Madrid,  Spain. 


England  College  of  Optometry  in  rectifying  this  need  has 
been  the  export  of  our  academic  and  clinical  knowledge  base 
abroad.  This  in  turn  has  built  a  more  qualified  and  advanced 
practitioner  base  that  can  meet  the  eye  care  needs  of  borh  the 
developed  and  developing  nations  worldwide. 

For  the  past  thirty  years,  the  College  has  delivered  opto- 
metric  education  programs  to  over  twenty  countries,  with 
more  than  100  international  students  earning  the  Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree,  and  over  1 ,000  students  have  enrolled 
from  overseas  during  this  time.  The  outcome  is  that  a  high 
percentage  of  these  graduates  have  applied  their  optometric 
education  to  raise  the  standards  of  optometry  in  their  home- 
land. 

Beginning  with  its  firsr  program  outside  of  U.S.  borders 
in  1972,  the  College  offered  a  specialized  program  with  the 
School  of  Optometry  at  the  University  of  Montreal.  As  word 
spread  about  this  program,  optometrists  from  other  countries 
contacted  the  College  to  inquire  about  similar  collaborations. 

In  response  to  this  interest,  in  1984,  the  College  devel- 
oped its  first  formally  structured  program,  the  Advanced 
Standing  International  Program,  with  defined  admission 
standards  for  foreign  optometrists  to  obtain  a  Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree. 


DiStefano,  A.F.  World  optometry:  the  challenges  of  leadership  for 
the  new  millennium.  Optometry  2002;73:(339). 
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Key  AchiGuements 
ofCIAO 


■  Assisting  in  the  establishment  of  the 
profession  of  optometry  in  China 

•  Preparing  educational  initiatives  to  allow 
optometrists  to  use  pharmaceutical  agents 
in  South  Africa 

■  First  to  deliver  the  Doctor  of  Optometry 
program  abroad  (Italy) 

■  Graduates  assuming  leadership  positions 
worldwide  after  completing  the  Advanced 
Standing  International  Program  in  Boston 
and  Italy 

•  First  joint  health  care  degree  offered  in 
modern  China 


Since  that  date,  the  College  has  organized  its  interna- 
tional programs  into  three  main  sectors: 

1985:  Degree  Program  in  Optometric  Education, 

Advanced  Standing  International  Program  offering 
the  Doctor  of  Optometry  degree,  and  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  Optometry  degree  Program. 

1990:  International  Consultation  in  Educational  Development 

and  Research,  including  visiting  scholars. 

year  partnership  in  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

1992:  Strategic  Partnerships  Ahmad,  including  our  ten 
year  partnership  in  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

1994:  Certificate  Programs,  including  Certificates  of 
Advanced  Study  and  the  Visiting  Scholars  program. 

In  1994,  under  the  direction  of  former  college  president, 
Larry  Clausen,  and  Dean  of  Academic  Affairs,  David 
Heath'83,  the  College  established  the  Center  for 
International  Advancement  of  Optometry,  CIAO.  Since  its 


inception,  CIAO  has  cteated  customized  programs  tailored 
to  the  identified  needs  of  each  participating  country. 

The  Center's  Mission  is  to  promote  access  to  high 
quality  and  comprehensive  eye  and  vision  care  for  underserved 
populations  around  the  world.  To  achieve  this  mission,  the 
Center  will: 

•  Help  other  nations  develop  models  of  eye  care  delivery 
appropriate  to  local  conditions. 

•  Enhance  the  skills  and  knowledge  of  optometrists 
currently  working  in  other  countries. 

•  Enhance  the  skills  and  knowledge  of  optometric 
educators  teaching  in  other  countries. 

•  Promote  a  concern  for  ethical  training  and  care. 

In  support  of  our  mission,  the  College  has  developed  a 
Center  led  by  an  experienced  staff  with  expertise  in  interna- 
tional educational  program  development.  From  the  outset, 
Drs.  Clifford  Scott  '68,  Joanne  Caruso  '85,  Quang-ji 
Wang  '92  and  Bina  Patel  have  been  committed  to  enhanc- 
ing the  skills  of  optometrists  worldwide.  In  collaboration 
with  local  eye  care  practitioners  and  educators  they  have 
i  ratted  programs,  which  are  effective  and  sensitive  to  specific 
needs  of  a  given  country. 


Students  in  the  Certificate  of  Advanced 
Study  Program,  South  Africa. 
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Graduate  leadership 
Roles 


The  following  are  leadership  roles  assumed 
by  graduates  of  the  Advanced  Standing 
International  Program: 

Dr.  Fernando  Hidalgo  Santa  Cruz  (Spain) 

•  Director,  Centra  Boston  de  Optometria  y 
Oftalmologia,  Madrid 

•  Adjunct  Clinical  Professor, The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry,  Boston 

•  President,  European  Chapter,  American 
Academy  of  Optometry 

Dr.  Rossella  Fonte  (Italy) 

•  Instrumental  in  establishing  profession  of 
optometry  at  university  level 

•  Faculty  position,  University  of  Milan, 
Bicocca 

Dr.  Liza  Creamer  (Argentina) 

•  Initial  coordinator,  curricular  programs, 
Escuela  Superior  de  Optometria,  Buenos 
Aires 

•  Instrumental  in  providing  educational 
advice  and  continuing  education  in  Latin 
America  with  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry 

Dr.  Trevor  Davies  (South  Africa) 

•  Initial  coordinator,  Certificate  of  Advanced 
Study  program  in  Ocular  Disease  and 
Pharmaceutical  Application 

■  Significant  contributor  in  changing  legisla- 
tion and  education 


Degree  Programs 

Advanced  Standing  International  Program 
William  Trinh,  a  current  student  in  his  second  year  of  the 
Advanced  Standing  International  Program  describes  his  experience 
to  date  as  "very  demanding" .  William,  an  Australian  optometrist 
who  has  been  in  private  practice  since  1989.  is  excited  about  the 
College's  program.  Although  his  region  in  Australia  recently  passed 
therapeutics  legislation,  there  are  no  teaching  or  medical  facilities  for 
optometrists  to  obtain  the  clinical  experience  required  for  certification. 
As  part  of  the  second  year  curriculum,  William  is  in  his  third  rota- 
tion and  absorbing  everything  he  can  about  ocular  and  systemic  dis- 
eases. Having  been  an  active  supporter  ofTPA  legislation  through- 
out his  career,  he  plans  to  apply  his  U.S.  Doctor  of  Optometry  degree 
by  being  in  the  first  wave  of  Australian  optometrists  who  become 
TPA  certified.  His  main  objective  when  he  graduates  will  be  to 
expand  the  scope  of  optometry  in  his  homeland. 

In  1985,  the  College's  Advanced  Standing  International 
Program  was  established  to  allow  foreign  optometrists 
to  earn  the  Doctor  of  Optometry  degree.  The  program 
is  approved  by  the  Accreditation  Council  on  Optometric 
Education.  A  substantial  part  of  this  program  was  delivered 
in  Italy  between  1992  and  1997.  This  gives  the  College  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  school  to  deliver  an  accredited 
Doctor  of  Optometry  degree  overseas.  To  date,  students  who 
have  participated  in  the  Advanced  Standing  Program  in 
Boston  have  come  from  16  countries. 

Joanne  Caruso  '85,  who  has  been  one  of  the  primary 
coordinators  of  the  international  program  and  led  the  Italian 
program,  reflects  on  the  progression  over  past  decades, 
"Our  ultimate  goal  in  Italy  was  to  educate  the  eight  students 
enrolled  in  the  Advanced  Standing  International  Program  in 
Italy  to  the  U.S.  standard  of  eye  care,  so  that  they  could  work 
together  to  advance  the  profession  of  optometry  in  Italy. 


". . .  the  Advanced  Standing  International  Program  gives  the  College  the 

distinction  of  being  the  only  school  to  deliver  an  accredited  Doctor  of 

Optometry  degree  overseas. " 
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I  am  pleased  to  say  that  our  goal  to  help  advance  optometry 
in  Italy  has  been  realized  with  the  establishment  of  an 
optometry  department  at  the  University  of  Milan,  Bicocca, 
in  2001.  A  graduate  or  our  Advanced  Standing  International 
Program  in  Italy,  Dr.  Rossella  Fonte'97  was  instrumental  in 
this  process  and  presently  is  on  the  Optometry  Faculty  at  the 
University  of  Milan". 

Bachelor  of  Science  in  Optometry 

Responding  to  an  increased  interest  by  the  European  Union 
to  upgrade  standards  for  European  optometrists,  the  College 
developed  a  Bachelor  of  Optometry  degree  for  foreign 
trained  optometrists.  The  first  program  was  presented  in 
1997  in  Madrid,  Spain,  in  conjunction  with  Centro  Boston 
de  Optometria  y  Oftalmologia  and  twenty-six  students 
completed  the  program  in  1999-  A  second  group  of  fourteen 
students  commenced  the  program  in  2002. 

"This  joint  venture  (between  two  institutions  in  sepa- 
rate countries)  provides  unique  education  and  a  better  per- 
spective of  modern  optometry  to  the  optometrists  of  Spain" 
said  Fernando  Hildalgo  '87,  Director  of  Centro  Boston  de 
Optometria  y  Oftalmologia,  Madrid,  Spain. 

Clinked  Rotations  Around  the  World 
A  third  component  to  the  export  and  exchange  of  optomet- 
ric  education  is  the  use  of  clinical  rotations.  In  an  effort  to 
perfect  and  broaden  the  international  students  clinical  skills 
the  college  offers  more  than  50  clinical  rotations.  Our  inter- 
national clinical  sites  include  China,  Canada,  Spain,  South 
Africa,  and  Italy  (former  site). 

Certificate  Programs 

Since  the  1990s  the  College  has  provided  more  in  depth 
advanced  training  to  over  600  students  through  its 
Certificate  of  Advanced  Study  (CAS)  program  in  South 
Africa  and  France.  In  1994,  The  New  England  College 
of  Optometry  delivered  a  postgraduate  Certificate 
ot  Advanced  Study  Program  in  Ocular  Disease  and 


flchieuements  and 
Looking  Ahead 


The  1990's 

Four  of  the  College's  programs  stand  out 
because  of  their  impact  upon  the  host 
country  and  the  region  (these  will  be  fur- 
ther detailed  later): 

•  Italy  (1992-1997):  Advanced  Standing 
International  Program,  Doctor  of 
Optometry  Degree 

•  China  (1992-present):Twin  College 
Agreement;  National  Optometry  Resource 
Center;  China  Optometry  Resource 
Development  (CORD)  Project  (1998) 

•  Spain  (1 997-1 999):  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  Optometry  Program 

•  South  Africa  (1 994-present):  Certificate 
of  Advanced  Standing  Programs 

The  Year  2000  and  Beyond 

Programs  established  since  the  turn  of  the 
century: 

•  South  Africa:  Advanced  Standing 
International  Program,  Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree 

•  China:  MS/OD  joint  degree  program  with 
Wenzhou  Medical  College  and  The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry 

•  Germany:  Providing  instructional  support 
for  a  Master  of  Science  degree  program  in 
Optometry  at  Aalen  University  of  Applied 
Sciences 

•  Israel:  Continuing  education  for  practitioners 
and  faculty  of  optometry 

•  South  America:  Latin  American 
Optometric  Symposium 

•  International  Clinical  Rotations:  Spain, 
South  Africa,  China 
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A  patient  at  the  Kwazulu-Natal  Eye  Care  Clinic 
in  Edendale,  South  Africa. 

Pharmaceutical  Application  to  a  highly  motivated  group  of 
South  African  optometrists  and  has  since  repeated  the  course 
three  times.  The  benchmark  of  this  educational  program 
resulted  in  the  passing  of  the  use  ot  diagnostic  pharmaceuti- 
cal agents  in  2002  by  optometrists  completing  the  CAS 
course  in  ocular  disease  and  pharmaceutical  application. 

Strategic  Partnerships  Abroad 
Collaborations  in  Graduate  Programs  Abroad 

Recently,  the  College  formed  a  collaborative  agreement  with 
academic  institutions  in  Germany  and  Italy  to  participate  in 
the  delivery  of  optometric  educational  programs  in  those 
countries.  In  the  case  of  Germany,  the  College  is  collaborat- 
ing with  the  Aalen  University  of  Applied  Sciences  to 
provide  instructional  support  to  assist  in  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Master  of  Science  in  Optometry  degree  program. 
The  second  collaboration  is  with  the  University  of  Milan, 
Biccoca,  Italy  to  provide  lectures  by  College  faculty  on  topics 
such  as  the  Lens  and  Cataracts  and  student  audit  programs. 


Other  Services 

In  addition  to  the  delivery  of  academic  training  abroad,  the 
College  supports  individual  research  and  development  in  its 
Visiting  Scholars  Program  while  lending  its  expertise 
through  its  Consultation  Services  to  optometric  leaders 
around  the  world. 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  and  China 

Since  1992,  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
has  engaged  in  extensive  cooperative  programming 
with  the  Wenzhou  Medical  College  and  the  National 
Optometry  Research  Center,  PR.  China.  These  endeavors 
have  been  extraordinary  because  of  the  enormous  potential 
for  positive  change  in  the  world's  most  populous  country. 
Primary  care  services  were  seriously  inadequate  in  the  past 
and  in  recent  years  innovative  programs  have  emerged  with 
broad  domestic  and  international  participation.  The  result 
has  been  an  adaptation  of  Western  Models  of  Optometry, 
which  is  integrated  within  China's  medical  education 
system.  Beginning  with  the  signing  of  the  Twin  College 
agteement,  the  partnetship  between  Wenzhou  Medical 
College  and  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  has 
resulted  in  the  fast  paced  development  of  China's  optomettic 
education  system.  Most  recently,  a  joint  MS/OD  program 
was  established  in  2001.  This  program  is  the  first  if  its  kind 
for  any  health  profession  in  China  and  has  received  the 
approval  of  China's  Committee  on  Academic  Degrees  (see 
sidebar). 
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International  fllumni  Profile 


"The  great  aim  of  education  is  not  knowledge  but  action." 


Herbert  Spencer 


Dr.  Fernando  Hildalgo  Santa  Cruz 

Undoubtedly,  the  best  known  and  most  active  of  our  inter- 
national graduates  is  Dr.  Fernando  Hildalgo  '87  in  Madrid, 
Spain.  Fernando,  the  first  graduate  of  the  College's  Advanced 
Standing  International  Program,  has  been  a  forerunner  in 
the  development  of  optometry  in  Spain  since  he  entered  the 
profession. 

Having  achieved  a  successful  reputation  as  an  individual 
private  practitioner,  he  opened  the  Centro  Boston  de 
Optometria  y  Oftalmologia,  a  multidisciplinary  teaching 
clinic  affiliated  with  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry. 
Committed  to  broadening  the  knowledge  and  training  of 
Spanish  optometrists,  he  organized  a  Masters  program  for 
Spanish  optometrists  which  imbued  them  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  the  skills  of  North  American  optometry.  Along 

with  his  staff"  of  US-trained  ODs, 
this  program  has  developed  into 
an  educational  center  with  its 
own  print  journal.  La  Ciencia  de 
Optometrfa,  and  a  video  teach- 
ing series  that  are  disseminated 
throughout  the  Hispanic 
world.  Fernando  remembers 
the  beginnings  of  the  Center, 
"Following  my  graduation 
from  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry  in 
1987, 1  went  back  to 
Madrid  and  started 
Continuing  Education 
activities.  I  was  in  love  with  the  concept  of 


Dr.  Fernando  Hildalgo  Santa  Cruz. 

optometry  as  a  primary  care  profession  and  wanted  to  trans- 
fer that  to  my  colleagues  in  Spain.   I  have  been  fortunate  to 
have  the  help  and  support  of  NEWENCO  since  I  founded 
the  Center  in  1990.  Ever  since  then,  both  institutions  have 
jointly  run  educational  programs  in  Spain  and  Boston  as 
well".  They  are  currently  in  the  midst  of  a  two-year  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  Optometry  program  to  provide  the  participat- 
ing Spanish  optometrists  with  a  degree  that  is  recognized 
across  the  European  Union.  The  Center  is  also  a  clinical  rota- 
tion site  for  the  College's  fourth  year  students. 

What  is  his  next  project?  Fernando  recently  has  joined 
with  a  medical  group  and  opened  a  referral  optometric  and 
ophthalmology  clinic  to  provide  a  wide  range  of  specialty 
services  ranging  from  refractive  surgery  to  treatment  for 
cataracts  and  glaucoma.  As  its  optometric  director,  this  is 
another  first  for  Fernando  and  a  major  step  forward  for  the 
profession  in  Spain. 
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Lu  Fan'02  is  Chosen  As  a  Delegate  to 
China's  National  People's  Congress  in 
2003 

Dr.  Lu  Fan'02  won  membership  to  the  National  People's 
Congress  in  the  provincial  elections  last  month.  The 
Congress  is  the  highest  organization  of  state  power  in  the 

People's  Republic  of  China.  It  is  a  great 
honor  and  achievement  both  fot  her 
and  her  institution,  the  Wenzhou 
Medical  College. 

Dr.  Lu  Fan,  represent- 
ing medical  societies  and 
women's  intellectual  societies,  was 
nominated  through  a  series  of  eval- 
uations by  the  local  community,  the 
Lu  Fan  city  medical  society,  and  the  profes- 

sional women's  association.  She  won  the  municipal-level 
election  in  November  2002,  and  the  final  election  at  the 
provincial  congress  meeting  in  January  2003.  Dr.  Lu  Fan 
will  serve  as  a  China  National  People's  Congress  delegate  fot 
the  2003  to  2006  term. 

The  upcoming  National  People's  Congress  will  convene 
in  Beijing  in  March.  The  Congress  will  evaluate  the  summa- 
ry of  government  achievements  in  2002,  submit  bills  for  dis- 
cussion and  enactment,  and  elect  a  president.  As  a  new  dele- 
gate, Lu  Fan  is  busily  learning  how  to  compile  a  bill  and 
reviewing  national  issues  that  will  come  before  the  Congress. 
She  is  developing  proposals  for  consideration  that  focus  on 
issues  in  medical  care  and  services  relating  to  her  and  her 
team's  current  areas  of  investigation. 

Dr.  Lu  Fan  is  the  first  (2002)  graduate  of  the  joint 
MS/OD  program  offered  by  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry  and  Wenzhou  Medical  College.  She  is  currently 
Professor  and  Executive  Dean  in  the  School  of  Optometry 
and  Ophthalmology  at  the  Wenzhou  Medical  College.  Her 
many  awards  include  two  prestigious  national  honors,  the 
China  National  Awatd  for  Outstanding  Woman  in  2002, 
and  the  China  National  Award  for  Outstanding  Citizen  in 
2001.  These  awards  and  her  election  to  the  National 


Congtess  recognize  her  strong  educational  background, 
prominent  professional  standing  and  het  many  contributions 
to  the  development  of  optometry  in  China.  Commenting  on 
her  election  to  the  National  Congress,  Dr.  Lu  Fan  stated, 
"the  great  achievements  in  optometry  and  ophthalmology 
that  have  been  developed  through  team  work  have  con- 
tributed the  most  to  my  success." 

As  a  recent  graduate  of  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry,  as  well  as  an  adjunct  member  of  our  faculty,  and 
a  key  liaison  in  our  continuing  relationship  with  Wenzhou, 
we  contacted  her  for  this  brief  interview. 

Hoiv  did  you  become  affiliated  with  the  College? 
Through  Dr.  Guang-ji  Wang  '92,  who  was  my  mentor. 
He  earned  his  Doctor  of  Optometry  in  1992  from  The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry.  When  he  returned  to  China 
he  worked  with  a  group  of  young,  passionate  and  energetic 
colleagues  to  start  optometry  as  a  distinct  profession  in 
China.  I  joined  this  team  when  I  was  a  student,  and  have 
grown  alongside  optometry  in  China. 

I  graduated  from  Wenzhou  Medical  College  (WMC) 
majoring  in  general  medicine  in  1986  and  completed  a  resi- 
dency in  ophthalmology  at  the  affiliated  hospital  after  grad- 
uation. When  I  decided  to  continue  my  education  after  my 
residency,  WMC  was  the  fitst  on  my  list  for  consideration 
because  the  master-degree  program  on  "optics  in  ophthal- 
mology" was  the  top  one  in  China. 

You  are  the  first  person  to  obtain  the  MSIOD  degree  in 
our  joint  program  uith  Wenzhou  Medical  College.  Why 
did  you  choose  to  enter  this  program? 
The  MS/OD  program  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  programs 
in  our  optometry  education  project.  It  was  approved  by 
China's  Committee  on  Academic  Degrees,  China  Centtal 
Government,  as  the  equivalent  to  a  Ph.D.  in  China.  I  joined 
this  not  only  to  gain  greater  knowledge  of  optometry,  the 
optometric  educational  system  and  clinical  service  in  the  US, 
but  also  to  obtain  a  higher  academic  degree.  Both  are  neces- 
sary for  my  current  position  of  academic  leader  in  our  school. 
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Can  you  describe  some  oj  the  differences  in  optometric  eye 
care  in  China  as  compared  to  the  U.S.' 

China's  optometry  education  and  ptactice  are  very  medically 
based.  Optometric  education  is  completed  in  medical  col- 
leges or  universities.  The  graduates  receive  Doctor's  licenses 
one  year  after  graduation  and  after  passing  the  board  exam. 
Optometrists  have  no  limitations  for  prescribing  medicine, 
performing  laser  surgery,  and  using  vision  therapy.  The 
understanding  for  both  the  optometrist  and  ophthalmologist 
in  China  is:  Optometrists  and  ophthal- 
mologists are  from  the  same  medical  fami- 
ly with  the  same  privileges  -  the  only  dif- 
ference is  in  medical  specialties. 


Yon  have  an  extensile  background  in 
research.  Can  yon  describe  some  of  the 
projects  yon  have  investigated? 
The  project  "  Fetal  Development  of 
Central  Visual  Pathways  in  Humans"  is 
my  new  research  project  which  was  award- 
ed a  China  National  Science  grant  last 
year.  We  are  currently  in  the  stage  of  set- 
ting up  the  lab. 

Most  of  my  research  projects  are 
focused  on  contact  lenses.  For  example, 
RGP  lenses  for  myopic  children,  soft  con- 
tact lenses  and  their  design  parameters  for 
Chinese  eyes;  contact  lenses  for  keratoconus,  orthokeratology, 
wavefront  aberrations,  and  contact  lens  correction. 

We  also  have  two  labs  for  myopia  research:  one  for 
research  on  accommodation/vergence  vs.  myopia  onset  and 
progression  and  the  second  for  research  on  cell  culture,  pig- 
ment cell  or  blast  fiber  cell  culture  in  myopic  eyes. 

Many  of  the  graduates  of  the  College's  international  pro- 
grams have  gone  on  to  become  educators  in  their  home- 
land. In  addition  to  your  other  roles,  you  are  professor  of 
optometry  and  ophthalmology  at  Wenzhou  Medical  College. 


"1  believe  I  was  selected  because 

of  my  strong  educational 

background,  my  reputation  in 

school  administration,  hospital 

patient  care,  and  the 

com  in  u  n  ity.  A  ch  ie  i  e  men  ts 

through  our  group  efforts 

towards  the  development  of 

optometry  in  China,  I'm  sure 

contributed  partly  to  my  being 

chosen  for  the  award. " 

Lu  Fan 


What  are  you  currently  teaching  and  trill  you  continue  in 

education? 

Yes,  I  am  a  professor  at  Wenzhou  and  an  adjunct  professor 

with  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  as  well  as 

chief  lecturer  in  the  optometry  education  program  in  our 

school.  The  courses  I  am  teaching  right  now  are  contact  lens, 

optometry  theory  and  methods  and  binocular  vision. 

You  were  the  recipient  of  the  2002  China  National  Award 
for  Outstanding  Woman,  can  you  tell  me 
a  little  about  the  award? 
This  national  award  is  given  once  every 
four  years  in  China.  The  candidates  were 
nominated  and  evaluated  at  each  level: 
city,  province,  and  then  national  level.  I 
was  the  only  one  from  my  city,  and  one  of 
8  from  our  province. 

There  is  a  lot  that  is  taken  into 
consideration  tor  this  award.  For  me,  I 
believe  I  was  selected  because  of  my 
strong  educational  background,  my  repu- 
tation in  school  administration,  hospital 
patient  care,  and  the  community.  Our 
achievements  through  our  group  efforts 
towards  the  development  of  optometry  in 
China,  I'm  sure  contributed  partly  to  my 
being  chosen  tor  the  award. 

What  do  you  think  are  the  biggest  challenges  facing  eye 
health  care  in  China? 

The  economic  development  and  the  higher  level  of  general 
education  are  creating  an  increased  demand  for  quality  eye 
care  in  the  future  in  China.  Currently  eye  care  services  are 
limited  to  the  larger  and  more  developed  cities.  Therefore, 
optometric  education  will  be  very  relevant.  In  China,  cur- 
rently we  have  12  medical  schools  or  universities  that  are 
starting  optometry  programs. 
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Celebrating  Ten  Years  of  Collaboration 


The  strategic  collaboration  between  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  and  Wenzhou  Medical  College 

has  been  the  highlight  of  the  College's  foray  into  international  programs.  Sandy  Thorn  reflects  on  this  partnership 

based  in  interviews  with  Drs.  Lewis,  Clausen,  Heath,  Qu,  and  Fan. 


^^    I    \       oston  and  Wenzhou  -  Two  colleges  located 
/  -^        in  cities  in  very  different  parts  of  the  world 
/         I        set  sights  on  a  common  goal  10  years  ago. 
TV  mi'i^         They  forged  a  series  of  precedent-setting 
agreements  of  cooperation  that  have  included  an  ever-widen- 
ing circle  of  players  in  academia,  government  and  industry. 
This  article  celebrates  a  unique  decade-long  collaboration 
that  has  set  the  stage  for  a  pioneering  approach  to  educating 
optometrists  in  China,  based  on  existing  needs  and  an 
existing  medical  educational  structure. 

^nchroHnd 

In  June  1992,  Guang-ji  Wang  had  just 
earned  an  OD  degree  from  the  College's 
accelerated  doctoral  program.  He  request- 
ed a  meeting  with  Dr.  Larry  Clausen,  The 
New  England  College  of 
Optometry's  president  at  the  time, 
to  discuss  possible  ideas  for  coopera- 
tive programs  that  might  inter- 
est both  the  College  and 
Wenzhou  Medical  College  in 
China.  Guang-ji  Wang  had  emigrat- 
ed from  China  with  his  family  about 
5  years  earlier  and  was  very  interested  in  promoting 
Chinese/American  academic  relations.  Larry  Clausen  was 
intrigued  by  these  ideas  and  he  knew  Guang-ji  was  the  ideal 
liaison  because  he  had  an  insider's  understanding  of  the 
needs  and  interests  of  his  former  colleagues  and  their  school, 
as  well  as  their  respect.  In  the  1980s,  Guang-ji  had  been  the 
chairman  of  the  Department  of  Ophthalmology  in  Wenzhou 
and  had  been  responsible  for  the  education  of  ophthalmolo- 
gists who  provided  eye  care  for  a  region  with  a  population 
almost  as  large  as  New  England.  During  his  tenure  there,  he 


had  started  the  first  Department  of  Optometry  in  China  as 
well  as  an  Optometric  Research  Laboratory.  As  a  result  of 
these  groundbreaking  developments,  China's  Ministry  of 
Public  Health  selected  Wenzhou  Medical  College  as  the  site 
for  the  new  National  Optometry  Research  Center  (NORC). 
At  this  time  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
and  Wenzhou  were  both  small  colleges  with  sights  set  on 
broader  horizons.  Wenzhou  Medical  College  was  an  ambi- 
tious school  with  a  faculty  and  administration  that  was 
flexible  enough  and  indeed  capable  enough  to  identify  and 
realize  new  programs  and  to  seek  the  expertise  that  they 
lacked.  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
was  already  setting  its  sights  beyond  Boston 
and  the  U.S.  borders  at  the  time  and  plan- 
ning for  its  new  Center  for  the  International 
Advancement  of  Optometry. 

Larry  Clausen  commented,  "We 
started  negotiations  almost  immedi- 
ately with  Wenzhou  Medical  College 
that  would  define  this  new  rela- 
tionship. I  then  went  to  the 
College's  Board  of  Trustees  and 
they  gave  their  support  to  four  pro- 
gram areas  tor  the  China  initiative: 
meetings  and  seminars,  student  exchanges,  faculty  exchanges 
and  research." 

Indeed,  things  did  move  quickly.  And  in  October  of 
that  same  year  Dr.  Li  Riqian,  President  of  Wenzhou  Medical 
College,  invited  a  delegation  from  Boston  that  included 
Larry  Clausen,  Guang-ji  Wang  and  Board  of  Trustees 
Chairman  Joe  Bickford  to  attend  a  ceremony  in  Wenzhou 
that  would  formalize  the  relationship  between  the  two  col- 
leges. On  October  25,  1992,  Wenzhou  Medical  College, 
represented  by  Dr.  Li  Riqian,  and  the  College  represented  by 
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Leaders  from  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry,  the  Wenzhou  Medical  College  and  the 
Chinese  Ministries  of  Public  Health  in  Wenzhou,  China  at  the  MS/OD  signing  ceremony. 


Dr.  Clausen,  signed  the  "Twin  College"  agreement,  which 
specified  that  the  two  institutions  would  collaborate  toward 
the  further  development  of  optometry  in  China  through  fac- 
ulty and  student  exchanges,  research  and  education  pro- 
grams. Their  visit  coincided  with  the  signing  ceremony  for 
the  official  establishment  of  the  National  Optometry 
Research  Center. 

Cdditraiivt  Ventures 

j 

Faculty  exchanges  started  soon  after  when  Jim  Comerford'78 
and  Frank  Thorn'80  journeyed  to  Wenzhou  in  May  of  1994 
to  teach  two  of  their  basic  science  courses  to  a  group  of  oph- 
thalmology students.  Frank  Thorn  recalled,  "Conditions 
were  rough  but  the  students  were  bright  and  interested  and 
the  Wenzhou  faculty  were  always  helpful."  The  students  did 
not  have  a  strong  grasp  of  English  so  translators  were  used 
for  both  classes.  Two  of  the  student  translators  had  taught 
themselves  English  by  listening  to  the  radio.  One  student 
from  Zhejiang  had  learned  from  Voice  of  America  while 
another  student  from  Mongolia  had  listened  to  the  BBC  and 
spoke  English  with  a  British  accent."  Frank  added,  "The 
projectors  worked  most  of  the  time  and  the  classroom  was 
only  flooded  twice  due  to  sudden,  torrential  rainstorms, 
which  are  typical  for  that  time  of  year.  Aside  from  these 
adjustments,  there  were  cultural  barriers  that  had  to  be 


overcome  as  well.  "At  first  it  was  disconcerting  that  the  stu- 
dents didn't  ask  any  questions  no  matter  how  much  they 
were  encouraged  to  do  so  during  class  time.  Then  we  found 
out  that  the  students  considered  it  discourteous  to  interrupt 
an  instructor.  Once  we  figured  this  out,  we  invited  them  to 
meet  in  the  hall  after  class  to  ask  questions  and  the  hall  then 
filled  with  students  who  had  all  kinds  of  questions  and 
insights.  What  an  exciting  teaching  environment!"  The  fac- 
ulty in  Wenzhou  said  that  they  believed  Frank  and  Jim  were 
the  first  American  optometry  professors  to  teach  a  course  in 
an  educational  institution  in  China  under  a  formal  affilia- 
tion. That  in  itself  was  an  exciting  outcome  of  the  emerging 
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Dr.  Lewis  being  interviewed  for  Chinese  television. 


Drs.  Heath  and  Fan  touring  Wenzhou  Medical  Hospital 


collaboration  between  the  two  institutions.  By  1997,  more 
than  20  faculty  from  Wenzhou  Medical  College  had  come  to 
Boston  to  study  and  10  faculty  from  Boston  had  traveled  to 
Wenzhou  to  teach  courses  and  assist  in  curriculum  develop- 
ment. Some  courses  traditionally  offered  at  the  College  are 
now  taught  in  Wenzhou  by  Chinese  colleagues.  However, 
New  England  College  of  Optometry  faculty  continue  to  pro- 
vide instructional  support  in  other  areas. 

JMsvim  'Beyond  tkt  CtremKy 

The  "Twin  College"  agreement  also  spurred  a  number  of 
meetings  and  programs  over  the  ensuing  years,  most  notably, 
the  first  and  second  International  Advisory  Board  meetings 
of  the  National  Optometry  Research  Center,  held  in  1994 
and  1997.  These  meetings  were  attended  by  leaders  in  eye 
and  vision  care  from  China  and  from  around  the  world  and 
nurtured  an  atmosphere  of  strategic  cooperation.  What 
emerged  were  several  planning  assumptions  to  guide  China's 
optometry  into  the  future: 

•  Optometrists  are  to  be  educated  through  a  5 -year 
Bachelor  of  Medicine  degree  program 

®  The  disciplines  of  optometry/ophthalmology  are 
complementary 

•  Ancillary  personnel  will  be  needed  to  meet  China's  great 
need  for  eye  care 


•  Regulatory  control  of  educational  credentials  is  necessary 

•  There  is  a  grossly  insufficient  number  of  eye  care 
providers  at  present 

•  There  is  a  significant  lack  of  disciplinary  expertise  in 
optometry  within  China 

The  most  innovative  concept  to  arise  from  these  meetings 
was  the  integration  of  optometry  as  a  new  medical  specialty 
within  the  existing  medical  education  system.  What  evolved 
has  in  itself  distinguished  optometry  education  in  China 
from  programs  in  all  other  countries  and  may  well  serve  as  a 
model  for  future  trends  worldwide.  The  key  people  in  lead- 
ing the  development  of  optometry  as  a  medical  specialty  in 
China  are  Dr.  Qu  Jia,  President  of  Wenzhou  Medical 
College,  and  Dr.  Lu  Fan,  Professor  and  Executive  Dean  of 
the  Department  of  Optometry  and  Ophthalmology.  Both  are 
ophthalmologists  whose  vision,  dedication  and  leadership 
shape  the  effort.  In  a  recent  interview,  they  both  emphasized 
that  the  optometric  program  developed  in  China  is  not  just 
an  American  optometry  program.  It  is  China's  interpretation 
of  what  they  think  optometric  education  should  be.  This 
distinction  becomes  even  more  obvious  when  Lu  Fan 
explained  that  optometrists  in  China  are  qualified  to  perform 
surgery  once  they  have  passed  the  medical  board  exam  given 
to  physicians  and  completed  their  internships  and  residen- 
cies. An  optometry  residency  can  include  instruction  and 
practice  in  refractive  surgery,  whether  it  involves  corneal 
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correction,  cataract  removal,  or  scleral  buckles.  A  resident 
can  also  specialize  in  strabismus  surgery.  As  experts  in  refrac- 
tion and  binocular  vision,  it  is  assumed  that  they  should  be 
the  people  in  charge  of  relevant  surgeries.  A  Chinese 
optometrist  has  full  command  of  his  or  her  patients  and  full 
surgical  privileges  at  their  hospital. 

Vice  President  and  Dean  of  Academic  Affairs,  David 
Heath,  recently  reflected  on  the  cooperative  planning  that 
has  transpired  during  the  past  decade,  "Working  with  Qu 
Jia,  Lu  Fan'02  and  Guang-ji  Wang'92  to 
develop  an  entirely  new  concept  in  optom- 
etry education  has  been  exciting  and 
rewarding.  Joining  with  them  to  convince 
China's  Ministry  of  Public  Heath  to 
endorse  and  support  this  new  concept  has 
been  an  education  for  me  and  has  produced 
a  transformational  change  in  optometry 
education  and  scope  of  practice  interna- 
tionally" 

Dr.  Lu  Fan'02  commented,  "It  has 
been  wonderful  to  work  with  Drs.  Larry 
Clausen  and  David  Heath.  They  have  pro- 
vided the  leadership,  expertise  and  advice 
that  we  needed  to  develop  our  own  optom- 
etry program  in  China.  We  value  their 
continuing  support  in  our  efforts  to 
strengthen  optometry  as  a  profession  and 
to  seek  the  support  of  an  international  consortium  of  experts 
in  the  field." 

The  importance  of  establishing  the  profession  of  optom- 
etry in  China  is  underscored  by  the  dire  need  for  eye  care  in 
the  world's  most  populous  country.  There  are  presently 
22,000  eye  doctors  in  China  and  the  doctor/patient  ratio  is 
clearly  insufficient  at  1:60,000.  However,  even  this  ratio  is 
misleading  since  the  distribution  of  eye  doctors  is  skewed 
toward  metropolitan  areas,  leaving  many  of  the  country's  cit- 
izens without  any  access  to  eye  care.  This  comes  at  a  time 
when  current  estimates  of  myopia  are  approaching  50%  of 
the  population,  with  indications  that  myopia  among  young, 
educated  adults  is  as  high  as  75%. 


The  importance  of 
establishing  the  profession  of 
optometry  in  China  is  under- 
scored hy  the  dire  need  for  eye 

care  in  the  world's  most 
populous  country.  There  are 
presently  22,000  eye  doctors 

in  China  and  the 

doctor/patient  ratio  is  clearly 

insufficient  at  1:60.000. 


By  1997  the  5-year  old  Twin  College  agreement  was 
well  established  and  cooperative  alliances  were  strengthening 
and  expanding  to  include  additional  Chinese  medical  schools 
and  other  U.S.  schools  of  optometry.  In  1998,  Wenzhou 
Medical  College  esrabhshed  a  hospital  dedicated  as  a  "center 
for  excellence"  in  eye  care,  which  has  become  an  important 
resource  for  research  and  for  student  and  faculty  exchanges. 
During  a  recent  tour  of  the  facilities,  it  quickly  became 
apparent  that  the  state-of-the-art  equipment  found  through- 
out the  hospital,  generously  donated  by  the 
ophthalmic  industry,  has  enabled  this  hos- 
pital to  rival  or  even  surpass  other  institu- 
tions of  its  kind  worldwide.  And  all  ot  this 
has  happened  in  less  than  5  years — a  phe- 
nomenal change  of  fortune  measured  by 
any  standard.  In  2002,  Wenzhou  Medical 
College  Eye  Hospital  became  a  clinical 
rotation  of  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry. 

The  new  campus  located  at  the  base  of  the 
mountains  outside  of  Wenzhou  is  another 
example  of  the  fast  pace  in  the  growth  of 
infrastructure  to  support  education.  Two 
years  ago,  Dr.  Gao,  who  was  president  of 
Wenzhou  Medical  College  at  the  time, 
decided  to 
relocate 
the  college's  academic 
activities  to  this  new 
campus  complex. 
Architects  drew  up  the 
plans  for  a  new  universi- 
ty educational  park  in 
September  of  2001.  These 
plans  included  buildings  for 
Wenzhou  Medical  College 
designed  after  the 
Monticello  home 
of  Thomas 
Jefferson, 
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as  requested  by  President  Gao.  The  new  univetsity  educa- 
tional park  will  accommodate  adjacent  but  separate  campus 
es  for  Wenzhou  University,  Wenzhou  Teacher's  College  and 
Wenzhou  Medical  College.  Many  build- 
ings have  been  erected,  and  others  are  in 
the  construction  stage,  yet  students  are 
already  living  in  the  new  dormitories  and 
attending  classes.  With  an  expansion  of 
program  offerings  and  the  establishment  of 
the  new  campus,  Wenzhou  Medical 
College  will  soon  become  the  Wenzhou 
Medical  University  and  have  the  capacity 
to  handle  10,000  medical  students. 

Of  course,  much  of  this  could  not 
have  happened  without  a  supportive  eco- 
nomic environment.  There  were  several 
notable  developments  that  helped  to  nur- 
ture this  environment.  When  the  Chinese 
government  designated  Wenzhou  as  a  Special 
Administrative  Region  or  free  enterprise  zone,  it  paved  the 
way  for  sweeping  economic  and  infrastructure  changes  in  the 
region  and  encouraged  investment  from  private  donors  and 
the  ophthalmic  industry.  And  so  these  new  ideas  were  bol- 
stered by  an  influx  of  financial  support  from  outside  China. 

Ckim.  Oitowjtfry  O^cronrct  and  'hevtloim.ad  'Project, 
mS-PrtrcKt 

Notably,  during  the  second  meeting  of  the  International 
Advisory  Board,  representatives  from  Chinese  medical 
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schools  and  U.S.  schools  of  optometry  agreed  to  work  as  a 
team  to  develop  optometry  in  China.  It  was  against  this 
backdrop  that  a  long-range  strategic  plan  was  adopted  for 
rhe  development  of  human  resources  to  advance  optometry 
there.  The  project  has  become  known  as  the  Optometry 
Resource  and  Development  Project  (CORD)  and  involves  a 
consortium  of  schools  of  optometry  in  the  U.S.,  universities 
in  China,  the  ophthalmic  industry  and  China's  National 
Optometry  Research  Center.  The  immediate  goal  of  CORD 
was  to  establish  five  departments  of  optometry  (with  centers 
of  excellence  in  refractive  care)  in  China  by  the  year  2003. 
This  concept  not  only  includes  patient  care,  but  provides 
opportunities  for  leadership  in  education  and  research,  as 
well.  There  has  been  real  progress  in  realizing  the  original 
goals  ser  by  CORD.  Currently,  there  are  five  U.S.  optometry 
schools  involved  in  the  project  and  there  are  plans  to  include 
additional  Chinese  universities  in  the  near 
future. 

David  Heath  commented  on  the  role  of 
CORD,  "The  challenge  is  to  find  strate- 
gies that  will  develop  a  core  of  experts  in 
optometry  and  related  fields  within  China. 
Indeed,  it  was  this  challenge  that  led  to 
the  creation  of  CORD." 
Dr.  Qu  Jia  reflected  on  these  develop- 
ments, "Our  reputation  both  nationally 
and  internationally  has  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  working  with  Drs. 
Clausen  and  Heath.  In  the  past,  we  had  to 
go  to  other  Chinese  universities  for  advice 
and  help.  Now  Chinese  educators  come  to  us  because 
Wenzhou  Medical  College  has  become  the  leader  in  the  field." 

The  success  of  the  China  Optometry  Resource  and 
Development  project  can  be  measured  in  terms  of  actual 
outcomes: 

•  Sixteen  faculty  from  Chinese  universities  have  participated 
in  leadership  training  programs. 

•  Fifteen  academic  scholars  have  completed  a  total  of 
twenty-four  three-month  periods  of  study  in  the  U.S. 
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Drs.  Lewis,  Heath  and  Wilson  visiting 
Wenzhou  Eye  Hospital. 


•  CORD  participants  have  assumed  key  administrative 
posts  in  China. 

•  Twelve  clinical  faculty  have  participated  in  U.S. -based 
programs  in  refractive  care. 

•  U.S.  faculty  have  traveled  to  China  to  teach  and  assist 
in  curriculum  development. 

JviS/Vb  Joint  T)etree  Trmmm. 

The  most  recent  cooperative  venture  between  The  College 

and  Wenzhou  Medical  College  is  the  joint  MS/OD 

program.  The  new  program  is  the  first  of  its 

kind  tor  any  health  profession  in  China  and 


has  the  approval  ol  <  hina  ;  (  ommittee  on  Acad<  mil 
Degrees.  It  has  been  tealized  in  part  by  the  philanthropic 
support  of  Mr.  He  Chaoyu,  a  multimillionaire  businessman 
from  Taiwan  who  is  originally  from  the  Wenzhou  area.  The 
program's  OD  degree  from  The  College  is  the  only  Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree  recognized  by  the  Chinese  Ministry  of 
Public  Health  and  will  be  a  valuable  credential  for  Chinese 
optomettic  educators. 

At  this  time.  Dr.  Lu  Fan  is  the  first  graduate  of  the  pro- 
gram, which  currently  has  five  students  enrolled,  with  an 
anticipated  class  size  of  four  to  six  new  students  per  year. 
One  measure  of  success  is  the  number  of  students  interested 
in  applying  to  the  MS/OD  program.  According  to  Lu  Fan, 
approximately  100  outstanding  young  faculty  from  around 
China  apply  each  year  and  only  about  five  can  be  admitted, 
which  makes  it  the  most  selective  medical  specialty  program 
in  China.  This  is  an  amazing  reversal  of  fortune  for  a  college 
that  was  largely  unknown  outside  of  its  community  just  ten 
years  ago.  Every  profession  depends  on  the  intellectual  quali- 
ty of  its  people  and  determines  the  ultimate  quality  of  the 
profession  itself.  By  this  standard  and  by  the  standard  of  the 
procedures  they  will  be  certified  to  perform,  China  may 
boast  in  ten  or  twenty  years  that  they  educate  optometrists 
who  practice  the  highest  level  of  optometry  in  rhe  world.  If 
so,  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  should  be 
proud  of  the  role  that  they  played  in  this 
achievement. 
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//^r\    HtcOMO':  Thirty  years  later,  The  New  England 
f        J    College  of  Optometry  has  become  a  world 
l^^r        leader  in  the  delivery  of  optometric  education 
abroad.  This  has  enhanced  the  scope  of  opto- 
metric education  in  numerous  countries  and  improved  the 
quality  of  patient  care  in  those  regions. 

CnttrMtioml  {/mart 

More  than  100  foreign  educated  optometrists  have  matricu- 
lated and  received  their  Doctor  of  Optometry  degrees  from 
the  College's  Advanced  Standing  International  Program. 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  is  the  first  and 
only  College  of  Optometry  to  deliver  an  accredited  Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree  program  overseas. 

The  College,  in  collaboration  with  the  Wenzhou 
Medical  College,  China,  has  established  the  first  joint  health 
care  degree  program  (MC/OD)  ever  approved  in  modern 
China. 


Since  1990,  over  1000  students  have  participated  in 
overseas  programs  offered  by  the  Center  for  International 
Advancement  of  Optometry. 

Since  1990,  through  education  and  consultation,  the 
Center  for  International  Advancement  of  Optometry,  has 
provided  support  to  over  twenty  countries  worldwide. 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry's  President, 
Alan  Lewis  is  confident  in  the  College's  ability  to  continue 
to  extend  our  educational  base. 

"I  came  to  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  to 
assume  the  role  of  president  and  found  myself  joining  a 
world  leadership  team.  I  do  not  think  that  any  college  of 
optometry  has  assumed  a  more  important  leadership  role  in 
the  profession  at  this  time  than  The  New  England  College 
of  Optometry". 


Thirty  years  later.  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
has  become  a  world  leader  in  the  delivery  of  optometric  education  abroad. 
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